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Stops and Searches

This form is to be completed for each stop and account and search performed
after 1.7.2005. No search should occur without the officer:

@ having the support of a legal provision

® having a firm belief that items referred to in the relevant legislation will be
{ found - see new PACE code A (applies 1.8.2004).

Police powers to stop and search

® Thelawgives Police Officers powersto search you, anything you are carrying
and any vehicle you are in.

@ Police must use their powers of stop and search fairly and without unlawful
discrimination. They will try to be considerate and courteous but they also
need to be aware of their personal safety and the safety of the public.

® In some circumstances, Police Officers can use reasonable force to detain
and search you.

What must a Police Officer tell you?

Before making a search, the Police'@fficer must take reasonable steps to tell
you:

@ that you are detained for the purpose of a search;

@ their name (except for Anti-Terrorism searches or otherwise where the
officer reasonably believes that giving their name might putthem in danger, |
in which case their warrant number or other identification number shallbe |
given) and the police station they are from;

what they are searching for in general terms (the items they are looking for);

what reason they have for searching you (excluding Terrorism powers and i
Powers under Section 60 Criminal Justice Act - see elsewhere in this form); 1
what authority they have for searching you underTerrorism or Sec 60 CJA; i
that you are entitled to a full copy of this record now or at any time within i
the next 12 months.

If not in uniform they must show you their warrant card - all officers in uniform
should be displaying a name badge.

How far can a Police Officer search?
® |f the search takes place in public, the Police Officer can usually only ask
| you to remove your outer coat, jacket and gloves - except forTerrorism and
Sec 60 CJA searches - see elsewhere in this form.
| @ Out of public view you may be asked to remove your headgear, footwear
or any item concealing identity.
If the Police Officer needs to perform a more thorough search, it must be
.~done out of public view by a Police Officer who is the same sex as you and
out of view of any person of the opposite sex to you.
Further advice may be obtained from the Metropolitan Police internet site (at
www.met.police.uk), local Citizens Advice Bureau, Metropolitan Police Authority
website (at www.mpa.gov.uk) or a local community group. The Metropolitan
Police is committed to increasing community confidence in its use of stops
and searches.
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A short guide 1o commonly wsed Polics powsrs of siop snd ssarch

A Podsce (Hficor can spoak to you st any time during the courss of their duties.
It dos not moan that they suspect you of doing anyihing wrong. If 8 Polics
Oifficor decides 10 siop you and seanch you. they can only® do sa 1§ they have
‘reasonable grounds’ (good reason] 1o suspect that you have with you:
Siglon goods.

& kniife, an item with & blade or point, or some other oflensive weapon,
Things thai can ba used 1o commét Busglary, thatt or decaption or aking &
mipios wahiche without authariby.

Articles to commis criminal damage.

O M theey hane:

& Reasonable suspicion of being concarned in mmorism,
“‘reasonable grounds’ are not mquired for seasches undes Sec 60 Criminasl
Justice Act or Sec 44 Terroeism At

mwm_“m_u-iwnm

Oificer cannot o and search you |usl bbcairse of your sge. skin codaur,
atyle of clathing o . i, {uniess refiable Information of sealligence s
avallable Bnking a distinctive item of clathing os other maans of identification
o membership of a group or gang which habaually covies knives unlowiully,
woapons of controllpd douge ] Thers i no such thing 8 8 “voluntarny seandh’ If
you s stoppad and saarched. the Police Officar must follow 1he correct police
procedun. This means recardsng the enent on this farm and giving you & cogey
81 tha time uniless wholly impractiesl 10 do 8o

Your wehicle can also ba searched on ‘reasonsbls groands’ and for the same
reasond. f you sre ot with tha vehicls ot the time, the Palices 04ficer must lsave o
copy of this fonm in or on the vahicls giving thair nasma End which police station
thery wenrl at. You can apply for compansation of the polics statian (or by writing
to tha Commisshoner of Police of the Metropalis, New Scotland Yard, Broadway,
Londan SW1H 08G) il sny damage is caused during the search.

Tha Police got these powers 1o stop and search from several differsnt Acts of
Pariiamant, some of which are:

@ Sec. 1 Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1964
® Sec. 23 Misuse of Drugs Act 1971
@ Sec 47 Fesarms Act 1568
®  ressonabile suspicion of beng invobeed in ternonst activity

The Police have several other powers 1o stop and ssarch you of your vehichs,
which da not requene 'reasonable grounds’, some of which amc

To prevent sericus public disomder=

Section B0 Criminal Justios snd Pubdic Ordar Aot 1994 says that Palice Officers,
‘whia must be en unifoom, can stop ard soarch people and vehicles for offensive
waapons and other dangenaos artiches. if i is balleved that seripus  vialence
is going 1o take place in the anoa or thal persons s carrying dangerous
instruments or oflensive weapons without! good reason in the area 1o which
the power bo stop and search applies . & sendor Police Officer must autharise
n_ummmmmm will be kepi @ ihe looal

SppROpTatE BEnkor polics livel|—

-Mimahmmumm
1o $lop and sesnch:

&  any pedestrian;

&  any persan in o whicle:

& arvy vehicle: snd

& oy artiches carmiad by o pessan or 0 g vehdcle

In afdar to prevenl acts of terrarism. This power can only ba used i A has besn
authorised by a senior Police Dificar,

Irs nevti-barroriarm cases officers may not neguire a parscn to rermave any clothing
In pubslic sxcept for headgoar, footwaar, an outer coat, & jsckat ard gloves,

To check your driving documents —

Section 183 Road Traffic Act 1988 says that a Polics Officer, wha must ba in
unifarm, can stop and spoak to any driver, This power to stop a vehicle doss
niat inschucis @ right to seanch the vehicls, The officer doss not nesd 1o suspso)
the driver of an offence to stop the vehicle. The officer can ssk 1o soe the
driver's docusmants {esually thelr driving licence, Insursnes and the vehicle's
tast cenificate if it has onel. I the driver cannat show them, They wal be given
i form HIOWAT 1 [somatimos callod & ‘producer’] to produscs the documents at
pofics stetian of their chalce within T days.
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No Further Action 6 Part 4 CJ — removed from

(v) ueISY ysnug 10 ueisy

1
2 Advised designated area
3 | Verbally warned 7 Part 4 — under 16 taken to
L] Arrested appropriate adult
5 Other (please specify)
| White — North European
2 | White - South European
3 Black
4 Asian
5 | Chinese, Japanese, or any other South East Asian
6 | Arabic or North African
0 Not recorded/Unknown
N1 | Officer’s presence is urgently required elsewhere
N2 | Situation involving public order
N3 | Person does not understand what is required
N4 | Person declines to define their ethnicity

I
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Stop and Search for Stolen Property (s1 PACE)

Drugs (s23 Misuse of Drugs Act)

Firearms (s47 Firearms Act)

Offensive Weapons (s1 PACE)

Offensive Weapons (s139 — CJA, Schools)

Going equipped (s1 PACE)

Other Power (see Annex A of Code A)

Terrorism 44(1) (vehicle/occupants)

Terrorism 44(2) (pedestrians)

Anticipated violence (s60 CJPO)

Articles to cause criminal damage (s1 PACE)

OFFBIG}'I'IHI'UOG

Arrested other offence(s) (please specify)

[To enforce sspect traffic violation

To check personal details/documents

To check if wanted on warrant/bail conditions

To investigate suspected crime/disorder/anti-social behaviour

To follow up call for service/information received

To follow up intelligence report

To check on welfare

Part of a pre-planned police operation

Other (please specify)
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Part 4 Criminal Justice Act

Going equipped to cause criminal damage




Complaints Procedure:

If you believe that you have been treated unfairly or unlawfully during stop

and account or stop/search, you may make a complaint about any specific

officer(s). Powers exercised under stop and search are controlled by the Police

and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and the accompanying Codes of Practice. This

can be viewed at any police station or library, via the internet or at a solicitor's

office. To make a complaint:

® Go to any police station, where you will be seen by the senior officer on
duty (usually an inspector).

@ Contact the Independent Police Complaints Commission.

® Seek advice from a Citizen's Advice Bureau (CAB), local community group
or the Metropolitan Police Authority.

® With your consent through another person.

Recording of a’Stop and Account’ Recommendation 61 of the Stephen Lawrence
Enquiry

When an officer requests a person in a public place to account for themselves,
i.e. their actions, behaviour, presence in an area or possession of anything, a
record of the encounter must be completed at the time and a copy given to the
person who has been questioned (unless it is wholly impractical to do so).

Glossary of terms

CAD = Computer Aided Despatch (system used by police to record information
on officer deployments to calls for assistance)

DoB = date of birth

GPS = global positioning system

0O/S = outside

PATP = proactive tasking of officers based on intelligence

SDE = self defined ethnicity (what ethnic group you say your origins are from)
Stn. = station or unit to which the officer is attached

VRM = vehicle registration mark

Wit. No. = warrant number of officer (unique)

@/ CRIMESTOPPERS
0800 555 111

Working in partnership with the police

terrorism

+ o Bolp us dedeat it

Call the free confidential hotline

0800 789 321

Protecting you from terrorism

London has been the target of some of the worst terrorist attacks in Britain and
we must all be alertto, and aware of, the risk of terrarism. Our successful strategy
against terrorists has included taking away their element of surprise. Routine
checks on vehicles travelling in London has been part of this. We understand
that it can be inconvenient to be stopped, but we hope that you agree that the
inconvenience is worth it if it restricts terrorisis’ chances of planting bombs.
With your support, we can make life much more difficult for those people who
are trying to ruin life for everyone in London.

The police have been given powers to help in the fight against terrorism. You
can find out more about these powers below.

The Terrorism Act 2000
Stop and Search Powers

Section 44 of the Act allows police to stop and search vehicles and persons for

the purpose of preventing terrorism.The power can only be used on the written

authority of a senior police officer of or above the rank of commander, and only

in an area or at a place specified in the authorisation. Under this legislation a

police officer in uniform may stop and search:

® any vehicle;

® itsdriver;

@ any passenger;

@ anything in or on the vehicle or carried by the driver or passenger, to look
for any article which could be used in connection with terrorism.

An officer may also stop and search pedestrians and anything carried by them

for any article which could be used in connection with terrorism. When a driver

of any vehicle or pedestrian is stopped they are entitled to a written statement

that they were stopped under the powers given in Section 44(1) and (2) of the

Terrorism Act 2000. This form is that written statement.



